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It was now determined to shell the place, in the
hope that from the want of bomb-proofs, or other
protection from this arm, it might be made unte-
nable.    The efforts of the besiegers  were  also
directed against the water, which there was reason
to believe was got from without the walls.   After
three days the wisdom of this plan was shown by
the evacuation of the fort; which was left by the
remnant of its garrison on the night of the 30th of
November.    It is truly mortifying to reflect, th^t
the same plan, if adopted at the commencement,
must have secured the fall of the place with the
same facility; and would thus have saved to the
nation all the blood that was spilt, besides the loss
of two months of the favourable season, and the
disrepute of two disastrous failures.   Bulbhudiir
carried off seventy survivors, all that remained
unhurt of his garrison of near six hundred.  With
these he secretly passed the line of posts established
round the fort* and joined a party of about three
hundred? which had been sent from Nahn to rein-
force the place*   They had been seen for some days
hovering about the neighbouring hills, but it had not
been thought necessary to send a detachment aft$r
Colofcel Mawbey, disappointed that the gar-
$hpuld escape after all, resolved on an effort
#o surprise ;Bulbhudtlr,    He proposed the enter-
prise to Major LttcUow> who undertook it with
alacrity*   Having marched the  greater part of